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he left all his papers in his hands. He thought him incapable of saying what he did not at least believe to be true—but expressed no opinion in regard to the subject of his present statement further than could be inferred from the declaration that " he believed Mr. McLane to be as much my friend as it was in his nature to be the friend of anybody." Having said this he proceeded at once to exhort me to let the matter pass without further examination into the truth of the case stated either on the one side or on the other; I was under no obligations affecting-my own character to notice it and it would for many reasons be wise to forget it as far and as fast as possible. " If you will be advised by me," he said, " accept his invitation, ride and dine with him and let things take their course." The earnestness which Mr. Blair had manifested, the spirit with which he carried out his personal disputes, the certainty that he would bring the matter before the public in his paper if Mr. McLane denied what he had said and the injurious consequences that would in all probability result to the administration in its critical position at the moment from such a feud upon such a subject between men occupying most responsible and influential positions towards it would have been considerations in favour of this course of great weight with me even if I had not felt myself under obligations to make the General's wishes in the matter the rule of my conduct.
I accepted Mr. McLane's invitations. But with the best intentions and every effort on the part of both, the hours passed heavily and an influential member of the family charged me before I retired Avith being reserved and cold in my manner to an extent never before witnessed by the speaker, of which I was entirely unconscious. Besides the understanding1 between the President and myself that no farther notice should be taken of the matter and that our relations should continue on their former footing an understanding in which Mr. Blair, feeling that he had done his duty, readily concurred, I have no specific recollection of anything said or done previous to my leaving Washington, although it appears by the extract from my letter given below that some conversation took place in relation to it between Mr. McLane and myself. On the llth of August 1832, the latter wrote me a long letter in regard to an important appointment then pending before the President, which letter concluded thus:
I have now, my dear Sir, a duty to discharge to myself and which forms another object of this letter. In all my life, public and private, in one instance only have I ever been accused or suspected of indifference to my friend at any time, but, especially, in the hour of difficulty: and I feel more than indignant that this instance is in relation to you. If you hnd participated in that suspicion without an examination into the grounds which should have been

